
SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR CLARK COUNTY 

SAVE COLUMBIA CU COMMITTEE, 
JOHN BUCHOLTZ, STEVE STRAUB, and 
ROBERT TICE, 

Plaintiffs, 

And 

OREGON CONSERVANCY FOUNDATION, 
LLOYD MARBET, and CATHRYN CHUDY, 

Intervenor-Plainti ffs, 

COLUMBIA COMMUNITY CREDIT 
UNION, KAREN MARTEL, EDWIN C. 
BELL, DALE MAGERS, WILLIAM F. 
BYRD 111, ROBERT M. BYRD, DENNIS 
McLACHLAN, MARK L. AIL, CONNIE 
JONES, BRUCE DAVIDSON, CLARENCE 
DYKMAN, DEEANN MILLER, JAN 
STOCKTON, DAVID E. DOSS, and PAUL F. 
HODGE, each such individual in their capacity 
as a credit union official, 

Case No. 04-2-006'75-2 

MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION TO 
APPLICATIONS FOR WRIT OF 
MANDAMUS 

Hearing: 
Date: Wednesday, 02/25/04 
Judge: Bennett 
Dept.: 1 

Defendants. 

INTRODUCTION 

Three individual members' of Columbia Community Credit Union ("CCU") and 

their recently formed corporation have applied for a writ of mandamus to compel CCU to hold a 

1 One of the individuals, Steve Straub, is a former president of CCU. As set forth in Ex. B to 
objections to special admission of Oregon lawyer John F. Neupert, Straub was terminated in 
1993. 
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special membership meeting "at which those in attendance" may vote on the three items that are 

the subject of a petition for special membership meeting presented to CCU on January 14,2004 

("~etition").~ See Applications for Writ of Mandamus ("Applications") at 1 :2 1, 10: 16. 

Intervenors' request is the same. 

These requests are contrary to CCU's bylaws, Washington law and the essence of 

democracy because they seek to deprive CCU's nearly 60,000 members of their right to cast 

votes by mail ballot. For this reason alone (and for the others set forth b~zlow), the court should 

dismiss the Applications. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

CCU is a state-chartered credit union with nearly 60,000 members located 

primarily in the states of Washington and Oregon. See Declaration of David E. Doss ("Doss 

Decl."). Its assets exceed $600 million. 

CCU's bylaws, approved by the Department of Financial Institutions ("DFI"),) 

contain provisions governing the calling of a special meeting by members and the voting by 

members. 

Article 111, Sections 4, 5,6, 7, and 8, provide as follows: 

Section 4. Initiation of Special Membership Meeting. A special 
membership meeting may be called by the majority of the Credit Union's Board of 
Directors, a majority vote of the Credit Union's Supervisory Conunittee, or upon 
written application of the lesser of ten percent or two thousand m.embers. The 
request for a special membership meeting must be submitted in vaiting to the 
Secretary of the Credit Union's Board of Directors. The request inust specifically 
state the purpose or purposes for which the meeting has been called. If the special 
membership meeting is being called for the removal of one or more Directors, the 
request shall state the name of the Director or Directors who removal is sought. 
No business other than that specified in the request shall be transacted at a special 
membership meeting. 

2 The three items set forth in the Petition are (1) a vote to rescind the adoption of a plan of 
conversion to convert from a state-chartered credit union to a state-chartered mutual bank 
approved by the members on November 3,2003, (2) a vote to remove the nine named members 
of CCU's board of directors and (3) a vote to elect interim directors to replace the board members 
removed. The Petition does not identify any proposed interim directors. 

As set forth in the Doss Decl., CCU's bylaws are based on model bylaws endorsed by DFI. 
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